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Bethel Lutheran exists to serve all people with the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

To Follow Christ, We Accept Our Cross 



Opening Hymn  297     Baptized in Water 
1  Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, 
Cleansed by the blood of Christ our King: Heirs of salvation, 
Trusting his promise, Faithfully now God’s praise we sing. 
 
2  Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, 
Dead in the tomb with Christ our King: One with his rising, 
Freed and forgiven, Thankfully now God’s praise we sing. 
 
3  Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, 
Marked with the sign of Christ our King: Born of one Father, 
We are his children; Joyfully now God’s praise we sing. 

 
 
 
Invocation 
P: We worship in the name of the Father, Son +, and Holy Spirit.   
C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
The Sacrament of Baptism in the 8:30 service on Sunday 
 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P:  Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do 
what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both  
now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me a sinner.   
 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   
 
C: (spoken) Amen. 

 
 

Song of Praise  469     Take My Life and Let It Be 
1  Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days; Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 



 
3  Take my voice and let me sing Always, only for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages from thee. 
 
6  Take my love, my Lord, I pour At thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be Ever, only, all for thee. 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, 
loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
First Lesson  Isaiah 50: 4-9 

The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue, to know the word that 
sustains the weary.  He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one 
being instructed.  5 The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears; I have not been rebellious, I have 
not turned away.  6 I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled 
out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.  7 Because the Sovereign Lord 
helps me, I will not be disgraced.  Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not 
be put to shame.  8 He who vindicates me is near.  Who then will bring charges against me?  
Let us face each other!  Who is my accuser?  Let him confront me!  9 It is the Sovereign Lord 
who helps me.  Who will condemn me?  They will all wear out like a garment; the moths will 
eat them up.   
 
 
Psalm of the Day                Psalm 116: selected verses 
 

I love the LORD, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy. 
Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live. 
The LORD is gracious and righteous; when I was in great need, he saved me. 
 
For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears,  

my feet from stumbling. 
How can I repay the LORD for all his goodness to me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 



Second Lesson  1 Peter 4: 12-19 
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate 
in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  

14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of 
glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any 
other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be 
ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.  

17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins with us, 
what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, “If it is hard 
for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their 
faithful Creator and continue to do good. 
 
 
Hymn   426    Yours Forever, God of Love 

1  Yours forever, God of love! Hear us from your throne above; 
Yours forever may we be Here and in eternity! 
 
3  Yours forever, Lord of life! Shield us through our earthly strife. 
You, the life, the truth, the way, Guide us to the realms of day. 
 
5  Yours forever! You our guide, All our needs by you supplied, 
All our sins by you forgiv’n, Lead us, Lord, from earth to heav’n. 

 
 
Gospel Lesson Mark 8: 27-35   

Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he 
asked them, “Who do people say I am?” 

28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of 
the prophets.” 

29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.” 
30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 
31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed 
and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him. 

33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, 
Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to 
be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever 



wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will 
save it. 
 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  (spoken)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
 
 
Hymn  of the Day  453    Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke 

1  “Come, follow me,” the Savior spoke, “All in my way abiding. 
Deny yourselves; the world forsake; Obey my call and guiding. 
Oh, bear the cross, whate’er betide; Take my example for your guide. 
 
2  “I am the light; I light the way, A godly life displaying. 
I bid you walk as in the day; I keep your feet from straying. 
I am the way, and well I show How you should journey here below. 

 
4  “I teach you how to shun and flee What harms your souls’ salvation, 
Your hearts from ev’ry guile to free, From sin and its temptation. 
I am the refuge of the soul And lead you to your heav’nly goal.” 
 
5  Then let us follow Christ our Lord And take the cross appointed 
And, firmly clinging to his Word, In suff’ring be undaunted. 
For those who bear the battle’s strain The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 

 
 
Sermon Theme               Pastor Jon Cox 

What Does It Mean to Carry Our Cross? 
 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 



 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
The Blessing 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C:  (spoken)  Amen. 
 
Hymn   405     Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink 

1  Oh, for a faith that will not shrink Though pressed by many a foe, 
That will not tremble on the brink Of poverty or woe, 
 
2  That will not murmur nor complain Beneath the chast’ning rod, 
But in the hour of grief or pain Can lean upon its God, 
 
5  A faith that keeps the narrow way Till life’s last spark is fled 
And with a pure and heav’nly ray Lights up the dying bed. 
 
6  Lord, give us such a faith as this, And then, whate’er may come, 
We’ll taste e’en now the hallowed bliss Of an eternal home. 

 

 
 

An upgrade to our sound system at Galesville has been installed and 
is being heard today.   

This is an offering to the Lord and a gift to Bethel congregation given 
in memory of Wayne Rothering by his wife, Tina.   

In making this gift, Tina wants to express sincere thanks to God for 
the many Bethel members who have lovingly supported her in the loss of 
her beloved husband. 

 


